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Sika deer appearance in forests and slopes in Kitazawa pass

Hayato IIJIMA

Summary : Sika deer (Cervus nippon) appearance in low (2000m a.s.l.) and high (2500m a.s.l.) forests
and slopes in Minami Alps National Park, Japan, were surveyed by using motion-triggered trail cameras
for clarifying the habitat usage pattern of sika deer which might climb mountains. A few sika deer were
photographed only in summer in high forests. The numbers of photographed sika deer in low forests and
slopes were higher than that in high forests. In slopes, the rate of the number of photographed deer in
late autumn and snowmelt season to that in other seasons was higher than those in low forests. The num-
ber of photographed Japanese serow ( Capricornis crispus) which uses similar food habits with sika deer
was low in forests throughout year and Japanese serow was photographed in middle winter in slopes.
Hunting of sika deer at slopes in late autumn and snowmelt season might be efficient to decrease sika deer
which would climb mountains.
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